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What is the Regional Intercommunity
Drainage Evaluation (RIDE) Study?

: 3.1
Flooding at I-77 & Grant Avenue
August 1998

Erosion of Channelized Stream
Bank; Big Creek - April 1998

The RIDE Study is the second phase in the District's region-
al storm drainage planning program. The first phase, the Re-
gional Plan for Sewerage and Drainage (RPSD) Phase I Study,
focused on identifying the existing regional storm drainage
hetwork (storm sewers and streams) and the locations and
types of community storm drainage problems. The RIDE
Study, which began in October 2000, seeks to develop plan-
ning-level solutions to intercommunity storm drainage prob-
lems. Intercommunity problems are those where the actions
of one or more communities may create storm drainage prob-
lems in other communities. Three types of intercommunity
drainage problems will be addressed:

* Frequent flooding of streams, streets or storm sew-
ers that create safety hazards, endanger property,
and disrupt business.

* Drainage restrictions, debris accumulation or other
hydraulic conditions which could pose a severe threat
fo public safety or threaten property.

+ Stream bank erosion that could result in property
loss or public safety concerns.

This Study will be supported with comprehensive Geo-
graphic Information System (GI1S)-based mapping and
data management tools. The GIS will be used to man-
age project information and support the development

of appropriate solutions to identified intercommunity drainage problems.
This Study will also evaluate various tools that could assist District communi-
ties in their compliance with the U.S. EPA Phase IT Storm Water Regulations.

"Protecting Ysur Clean Water Investment”



The RIDE Study will focus on devel-
oping solutions for intercommunity
drainage problems on a watershed
basis. A watershed is the area
draining to a specific stream or
creek. The District will work with
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community officials within each
watershed area to identify existing
and potential future drainage
problems. Figure 1 shows the major
watersheds across the District's
service area.
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Community Interviews

In the early part of the RIDE Study,
meetings will be held with officials
from all District communities. The
key objectives of these meetings will
be to:

* Introduce the RIDE Study objec-
tives

+ Identify community-specific storm
drainage problems

* Collect community-specific infor-
mation (e.g. sewer maps, flooding
information)

* QOutline potential storm water man-
agement concepts

These community meetings are vital
to the success of the RIDE Study.
Communities will be asked fo provide
staff knowledgeable about the
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community's storm drainage infra-
structure, storm water problems and
community development plans. A solid
understanding of community storm
drainage problems is needed prior to
the development of appropriate
regional solutions.



